CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL   PERSPECTIVES
THE Soviet Union attracted me, not so much
because I expected to find there a Heaven on
Earth, nor even because I wanted to discover the
Truth, like Sir Walter Citrine, but because I was
interested in history. Standards of living and the
immediate attractions and disadvantages of Soviet life
were not very important for me, though I was pleased
to notice some of these things by the way. I went to
the country in a thoroughly "inhuman" frame of mind,
and this cold-bloodedness has not been dissolved away
by anything I have seen in Russia. I was and remain
primarily interested in those movements in thought
and action which transcend the aspirations of in-
dividual human beings, yet seize all individuals in their
grasp. Russia presented to my very English eyes a
pageant of movement, of direction, rather than a series
of "stills" upon which my supposedly dutiful human
nature was to be expected to generalise in terms of
approval and disapproval. I have also paid several